March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N.W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

[ am (we are) writing on behalf of the National PTA and the &f s/ (local, council, dis-
trict, or state PTA) to voice my (our) opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack
Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17,1997. The rating symbol on

the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions
about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information about
the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U. S. News and World Report, and Media
Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their chil-
dren. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information about the program.

* Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry

TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996.1 (we) do not believe this system does so and
ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

+ That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system. Further, the FCC
should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such asV

(for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

* That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would «llow parents to receive more than
one taung sysieul,

* That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and
appear more frequently during the course of a program;

* That the rating board be independent of the industry and the ECC and that it include parents; and

« That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if
it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely,

Your Name %/ e %/} !

Town, State Ne. of Copiesrec'd

?éw 94// {/f/j List ABCDE




Your letter must be received by April 8, 1997

March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners

¢/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34 M \/

I am (we are) writing on behalf of the National PTA and the ocal council, dis-
trict, or state PTA) to voice my (our) opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack
Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on

the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions
about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information about
the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U. S. News and World Report, and Media
Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their chil-
dren. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information about the program.
Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry
TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act 0f 1996. I (we) do not believe this system does so and
ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

+ That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system. Further, the FCC
should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such as V
(for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

+ That the FCC iequire a V-chip band broad encugh that would allow parents to receive more than
one rating system;

» That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and
appear more frequently during the course of a program;

+ That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

+ That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if
it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Singerely,
Phelon
Yé‘i[@“ﬁ %%mﬂm BALNY. g,

Town, State No. of Co
List ABODE Pies rec'd 0
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Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
¢/0 Federal Communications Commission

I919 M. Street N. W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:
RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Lomond View, Weber District,

Utah State PTA to voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by

Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997.

The Rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information

so that parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for

their children. Major surveys released this fall which demonstrate overwhelming parent
preference for a rating system that gives parents information about the content of programs
were conducted by the National PTA, U.S. News and World Report, and Media studies
Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their
children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information
about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and
publicized in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is uscless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met
statutory requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this system
does so and ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead we request
the following:

That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system. Further,
the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content information about
programs such V' (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive
more than one rating system:;

That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the
screen, and appear more frequently during the course of a program;

That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC, and that it include
parents and;

That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and
families.

Sincerely, 5 CW O
éﬁW %é&() M ih.ligi XE%%.';“ rec'd




FROM THE
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

LTIMORE COUNTY

Chairman Reed Hundt and Commissioners
¢/0 Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N.W. Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the PTA Council of Baltimore County to voice our opposition to the v-chip rating system
as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating
symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about
what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Any rating system without content descriptions on the
screen and publicized in TV programming guides is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met statutory requirements of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996. We do not believe this rating system does so and ask that the FCC not approve

the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

* That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system. Further, the FCC should
accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such as V (for violence), S (for

sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language),
* That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

* That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if it meets the
needs of parents.

Parents must be provided with sufficient information so that they can make the right choices for their children. Give
parents the infonmation they need to do their job. Give them a rating system that will include symbols about the
content of mdividual programs. Allow parents, rather than the TV industry, to judge what program content is
acceptable for their children.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

GIY> -

"""n, Y iongr ol

Lmda I Olszewskl, Presid

PTA Council of Baltimore County

201 Sandhill Road

Baltimore, MD 21221-3274
No. of Copiesrecd_________
List ABCDE
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4961 Fairhawen Way
W &W 20075

March 20, 1997

Mr. Reed Hundt and the FCC Commission
Office of the Secretary

1919 M Street NW, Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Hundt:

[ am writing to express my support for a rating system that
includes program content descriptors. As a parent I want to know
how much violence, sexual content and nudity, and what kind of
language is in a TV show. Age based rating systems do not
provide parents with the information they need in order to make
intelligent choices for their children.

Sincerely,

Ly P

copy to Joan Dykstra, President
National PTA

330 N.

Wabash, Suite 2100

Chicago, IL 60611-3690

Nes, of (Jm rrted O

List LR T




. Hidenwood Elementary School
501 Blount Pt. RAd.
Newport News, Va. 23606

March 18, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W. Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:
RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Hidenwood
Elementary School to voice our opposition to the v-chip rating
system. We feel the rating symbol on the TV screen doesn't
give parents sufficient information so that they can make
decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for their
children. We feel that any rating system without content
descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that
carry TV scheduling is useless.

By law, the FCC is required to determine whether the industry's
rating system has met statutory requirements of the Telecommun-
ications Act of 1996. We do not believe this system does so and
ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system.

Our PTA board members request the following:

* That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the in-
dustry's rating system. The FCC should accept no rating
system that does not include information about programs
such as V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and
nudity and L (for language);

* That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would
allow parents to receive more than one rating system;

* That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more
prominently placed on the screen, and appear more frequently
during the course of a program;

* That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by
independent research to determine if it meets the needs
of parents. Also that the rating board be independent of
the industry and the FCC and that it include parents.

Thank you for taking this time to understand and hear what we
have to say.

Sincerely,
Mary

rances Waller NOJﬁCOWBSﬁmU__ggl__

Corresponding Secretary List ABCLE
PTA Hidenwood Elementary School
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March 14, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c¢/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N.W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:
RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

We are writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Westlawn
Elementary School PTA to voice our opposition to the v-chip rating
system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating
Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol

on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information.
Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is
appropriate for their children. Parents want to make choices based
on accurate content information about each program. Anvy rating
system without content descriptions is useless.

We request the following:

-That under no circumstances the FCC approve the industrvy's
rating system or any system that does not include content
information such as violence, sexual depiction and nudity, and
language.

-That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would
allow parents to recieve more than one rating system.

-That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC
and that it include parents.

-That anvy rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by
independent research to determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank vou for this opportunity to comment on an issue so
important to children and families.

Sincerely,

Westlawn Elementary School PTA
Danette Carlton, President
W64N319 Madison Ave.

Cedarburg, Wisconsin 53012 Nq. of Copies rec'd
List ABCGE
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SAMPLE LETTER TO THE FCC

Your letter must be received by April 8, 1997

\

March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N.W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners: a\
O

X0 &

-0t NO .

I am (we are) writing on behalf of the National PTA and the A o (local, council, dis-
trict, or state PTA) to voice my (our) opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack
Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17,1997.The rating symbol on

the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions
about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information about
the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U. S. News and World Report, and Media
Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their chil-
dren. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information about the program.
Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. [ (we) do not believe this system does so and
ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

+ That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system. Further, the FCC
should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such asV

(for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

+ That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than

one rating system,;

+ That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and
appear more frequently during the course of a program;

« That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

« That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if
it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely,

Your Name ER)YY\ O % Q_&,Q O
Town, Stace '
M Sadd Ao b Mah No.of Gepzs o

List ABCCE




Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
¢/0 Federal Communications Commission

1919 M. Street N. W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:
RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Lomond View, Weber District,

Utah State PTA to voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by

Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997.

The Rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information

so that parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for

their children. Major surveys released this fall which demonstrate overwhelming parent
preference for a rating system that gives parents information about the content of programs
were conducted by the National PTA, U.S. News and World Report, and Media studies
Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their
children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information
about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and
publicized in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met
statutory requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this system
does so and ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead we request

the following:

That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system. Further,
the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content information about
programs such V' (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive
more than one rating system; :

That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the
screen, and appear more frequentty during the course of a program;

That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC, and that it include
parents and,

That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and
families.

No. of Copies rec'd 0

Sincerely,
. List ABCDE
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TARPON SPRINGS FUNDAMENTAL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PTA
3/5/97 '

wn l lG 3 lo G - -
1919 M Street NW.,, Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

RE: CS DOCKET NO. 97-55, RCC 97-34

We are writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Tarpon Fundamental Elementary School PTA to voice our opposition to the
V-CHIP rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating
symbol on the TV screen does not provide sifficient content information for parents to make decisions about what is appropeiate
systemn that gives parents inforrnation about the contents of programs were conducted by the Nationat PTA, US. News and Worid
Report, and Media Studies CenterRoper.  Parents do not want the TV industry o interpret what & best for their children. Parents
want to make those choices themseives based on content information about the program.  Any rating system without content
descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that canry TV scheduling is useless.

The ROC, by aw, is requited to determine whether the industry's rating systern has met stattory requirements of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996. We do not betieve this system does 0 and ask that the ROC not approve the industry rating
system. Instead, we request the following:

* That under no circumstances should the FOC approve the industry's rating systemn. Further, the FOC should accept no
rating system that does not include content information about programs such a Vifor viokence), S (for sexital depiction and

mudity), and L {for bnguage);
* That the FOC require a V-CHIP band broad enough that would aflow parents to receie mare than one rating system;

* That the rating icon on the TV screen be made targer, more prominently placed on the screen, and appear more frequently
during the course of a program;

* That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FOC and that it incde parents; and

* That any rating system approved by the FCC be evatuated by independent research to determine if it meets the nceds
of parents. .

Thank you for this opportumity to comment on an issue so important to chikdren and families.

s U opm e —
Springs Fundarmental Elementary School PTA

"Tapon Springs, Rorida

Tarpon Fundamental Parents, and guardians (attached page signatures). No. of Copies rec'd

List ABCDE
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March 19, 1997

v

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N>W>, Room 222

Washington , DC 20554

Dear Chamnan Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I’m writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Hunter High School PTA to voice my
opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating
implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not
provide sufficient content information so that a parent can make decisions about what is
appropriate TV programming for their child. Major surveys released this fall which demonstrate
overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information about the
content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U.S. News and World Report, and
Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for
their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information about
the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in
periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this system does so and ask
that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, I request the following:

e That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system. Further,
the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content information about
programs such as V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

e That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more
than one rating system;

o That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen,
and appear more frequently during the course of a program,

¢ That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents;
and

e That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so children and families.

Sincerely,

d Merrily Despain
West Valley City, UT

No. of Cepies rec'd
List ABCDE
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March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N.W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:
RE: C8 Docket No. 97-88, FCC 97-34

| am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Rocky Mountain Elementary PTA to
voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of
the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the
TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make
decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys
released this fall which demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating
system that gives parents information about the content of programs were conducted
by the National PTA, U. S. News and Worid Report, and Media Studies Center/Roper.
Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their children. Parents
want to make those choices themselves based on content information about the
program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized
in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met
statutory requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. | do not believe this
system does 80 and ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system Instead,

| request the following:

* That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system.
Further, the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content
information about programs such as V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and
nudity) and L (for language);

* That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that wouid allow parents to
receive more than one rating system;

* That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on
the screen, and appear more frequently during the course of a program;

* That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include
parents; and

* That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research
to determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and
families.

Sincerely,
No. of Copies rec'd

//" &Q’JZM List ABCDE
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March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
o/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N.'W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:,
RE: CS Docket No. 97-55. FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Franklin Twp PTA of Warren County, NJ to voice my opposition
to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January
17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can
make decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information about the content of
programs were conducted by the National PTA, U.S. News and World Report, and Media Studies Center/Roper.
Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices
themselves based on content information about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the
screen and publicized in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met statutory requirements of
the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this system does so and ask that the FCC not approve the
industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

* That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system. Further, the FCC should
accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such as V (for violence), S (for
sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

* That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than one rating
system,

* That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and appear more
frequently during the course of a program,;

* That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

* That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if it meets the
needs of parents. .

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely,

(0]

. 'd

No. ot Copies fecE—=—"

List ABCDE
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March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/0 Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N.W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:,
RE: CS Docket No, 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Franklin Twp PTA of Warren County, NJ to voice my opposition
to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January
17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can
make decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information about the content of
programs were conducted by the National PTA, U.S. News and World Report, and Media Studies Center/Roper.
Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices
themselves based on content information about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the
screen and publicized in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met statutory requirements of
the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this system does so and ask that the FCC not approve the
industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

* That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system. Further, the FCC should
accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such as V (for violence), S (for
sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

* That the FCC require a V-cth band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than one rating
system,

* That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and appear more
frequently during the course of a prograrm;

* That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

* That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if it meets the
needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comnment on an issue so important to children and families.

L
] .0

No. of Copiesrec'd___~
List ABCLE




SAMPLE LETTER TO THE FCC

Your letter must be received by April 8, 1997

March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N.W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am (we are) writing on behalf of the National PTA and the H&\U\l’\l'b' £TA (local, council, dis-
trict, or state PTA) to voice my (our) opposition to the v-chip ratingJ system as presented by Jack
Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17,1997. The rating symbol on
the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions
about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information about
the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U. S. News and World Report, and Media
Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their chil-
dren. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information about the program.
Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry

TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. [ (we) do not beheve this system does so and
ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

» That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system. Further, the FCC
should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such asV
(for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

» That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than
one rating system;

* That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and
appear more frequently during the course of a program;

* That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

* That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if
it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Your Name & EfL 5”‘/‘%—/7 A/t
Town, State (9 a bl thu/( \ )7 9" No. of Copies rec‘d_o_______

List ABCLE

Sincerely,




SAMPLE LETTER TO THE FCC

Your letter must be received by Aprii 8, 1997

March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
¢/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N.W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chaitrman Hundt and Commussioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am (we are) writing on behalf of the National PTA and the (local, council, dis-
trict, or state PTA) to voice mry (our) opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack
Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on

the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions
about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information about
the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U. S. News and World Report, and Media
Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their chil-
dren. Parents want to make those choices themsclves based on content information about the program.
Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry
TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I (we) do not believe this system does so and
ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

e That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system. Further, the FCC
should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such asV
(for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

» That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to recerve more than

one rating system;

* That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and
appear more frequently during the course of a program;

e That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

» That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if
1t meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerel
Sincerely, No. of Copies rec'd 0

Your Name 728z cea C. /}luclu// List ABCCE




LAWTON PTA COUNCIL

Professional Development Center 2209 N 25th Lawton, Oklahoma 73505 585-6426, Ext. 22

March 18, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N.'W., Room 222

Washington, CD 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Lawton PTA Council to voice my

opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV

Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen

does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about

what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall
which demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents

information about the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U.S.

News and World Report, and Media Studies Center/ Roper. Parents do not want the TV

industry to interpret what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices

themselves based on content information about the program. Any rating system without
content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is
useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met

statutory requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this

system does so and ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we
request the following:

e That under no circumstance should the FCC approve the Industry’s rating system.
Further, the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content
information about programs such as V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and
nudity) and L (for language).

o That the FCC require A V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to
receive more than one rating system;

o That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the
screen, and appear more frequently during the course of a program;

e That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include
parents; and

o That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and

families.

Sincerely, ﬁ E
Cg%aéer, President

No. of Copies recd &)
List AGIE - 02
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March 20, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
¢/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N.W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:
RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the San Ysidro School District PTA Council to voice our
opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation
Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content
information so that parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for their
children. Major surveys released this fall which demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating
system that gives parents information about the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA,
U.S. News and World Report, and Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to
interpret what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content
information about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and
publicized in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. We do not believe this system does so and ask that
the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

¢ That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system. Further, the
FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such
as V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

¢ That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than one
rating system,

¢ That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and
appear more frequently during the course of a program;

¢ That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

¢ That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if it
meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely,

Alicia Jimefiez } '8

PTA Council President EJigt' X%%Ogées rec’d

San Ysidro, California




March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS DOCKET NO. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and Rockville Centre PTA to voice my
opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of
the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on
the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents
can make decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for their children.
Major surveys released this fall which demonstrate overwhelming parent
preference for a rating system that gives parents information about the content
of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U.S. News and World Report, and
Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret
what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves
based on content information about the program. Any rating system without
content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry TV
scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system
has met statutory requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not
believe this system does so and ask that the FCC not approve the industry
rating system. Instead, we request the following:

® That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s
rating system. Further, the FCC should accept no rating system that
does not include content information about programs such as V (for
violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

® That the FCC require a V-Chip band broad enough that would allow
parents to receive more than one rating system;

®¢ That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently
placed on the screen, and appear more frequently during the course of
a program;

® That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and
that it include parents, and

¢ That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent
research to determine if it meets the needs of the parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children
and families.

incere Yr ~0:£{/ L‘”“‘ ) ,d. UC/{UV

Mo. of Copies rec’d_ 0
List ABCDE




/ UNION COUNTY COUNCIL
OF

PARENT-TEACHER ASSOCIATIONS

March 21, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street, NW., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:
RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the Union County Council of PTAs to voice our
opposition to the v-chip system that was present on January 17, 1997. The
rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information
so that parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV programming
for their children. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best
for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on
content information about the program. Any rating system without content
descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry TV scheduling
is useless.

WE do not believe this system does so and ask that the FCC not approve the
industry rating system.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children
and families.

Sincerely,

Sl Ao

Joan Simon

Union County PTA President
2093 Lentz Avenue

Union, New Jersey 07083

No. of Con; ,
List ABCDE - e 0
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WALLER ELEMENTARY PTA

1130 PATRICIA DRIVE
BOSSIER CITY, LA 71112
(318) 742-2715

March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
¢/0 Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N.W.,, Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket MNo. 97-55, FCC 97-34

[ am (we are) writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Y2 5)5".2 [{f r ?Z% (local; council, dis-

trict, or state PTA) to voice my (our) opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack
Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17,1997.The rating symbol on

the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions
about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information about
the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U. S. News and World Report, and Media
Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their chil-
dren. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information about the program.
Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry
TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. [ (we) do not believe this system does so and
ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

* That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system. Further, the FCC
should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such asV
(for violence), 5 {for sexual depicdon and nudity) and L (for language);

¢+ That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than
one rating system,

* That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and
appear more frequently during the course of a program;

* That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

* That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if
it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issuc so important to children and tamilies.

Sincerely,

No. of Cowins “an'd O

Amma T. Metrejean List AP‘.
Waller PTA President —
Bossier City, LA 71112
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Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
¢/0 Federal Communications Commission

IS19 M. Street N. W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:
RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Lomond View, Weber District,
Utah State PTA to voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by

Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997.

The Rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information

so that parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for

their children. Major surveys released this fall which demonstrate overwhelming parent
preference for a rating system that gives parents information about the content of programs
were conducted by the National PTA, U.S. News and World Report, and Media studies
Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their
children, Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information
about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and
publicized in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met
statutory requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this system
does so and ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead we request
the following:

That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system. Further,
the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content information about
programs such V' (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive
more than one rating system;

That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the
screen, and appear more frequently d ing the course of a program; - 6}@/

oty 2o com '
That the Yating board be independent of the industry and the FCC, and that it incltude

parents and;

That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and
families. ' @
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SAMPLECETTER TO THE FCC

Your letter must be received by April 8, 1997

March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
¢/0 Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N.W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Comimissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34 /QELL. PORT H S

I am (we are) writing on behalf of the National PTA and the ?T_SA (local, council, dis-
trict, or state PTA) to voice my (our) opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack
Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17,1997. The rating symbol on

the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions
about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information about
the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U. S. News and World Report, and Media
Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their chil-
dren. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information about the program.
Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry

TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. [ (we) do not believe this system does so and
ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

* That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system. Further, the FCC
should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such asV

(for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

* That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than

one rating system;

* That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and
appear more frequently during the course of a program;

* That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents; and

* That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if
it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

e %é o Wﬁi Pﬁeulwuf' @%éﬂk/\
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3242 Rockfish Valley Highway
Nellysford, va 22958
March 19, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and

FCC Commisioners

c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34
Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissicners:

As a survivor of Domestic Violence who has retreated to Nelson
County to rear my children in a peaceful, moral environment,

I have a stake in ensuring that my five children do not
contribute to the too prevelant violence in our society.

Since I have to work outside the home and cannot personally
watch television with my children whenever it is on, I appeal
to your sensible commission to give us a system which

tells my children which inapproriate stimulation is available.

In a household of five children, age-based rather than
morally~based criteria would exclude unfairly my more
mature, but younger children. Instead I would like to

say to them to measure the worthiness of a show based on

its violence, cursing, or sexual stimulation. How can

the media and television industry interpret which of my kids
should see what--that is a parental/babysitter judgement?

Please do not accept a rating system that does not include
content information. Also please show the rating, not just
at the beginning, but throughout the program, to prevent
channel-surfing from selecting an inappropriate drama.
Listen to the parents. 2e a parental influence yourself.
Help families make moral entertainment decisions with a
content-based selection system.

Thank you,

Nina Beaman
Mom

No. of Copizn g O
List ABCL - T




ndrews Elementary P.T.A.
and, TX. 78374

‘C Commissioners
s Commission
I Street N.W., Room 222

hington, DC 20554

Chalmﬂgn Hundt and Commissioners:

ICS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

: “‘{letter is written on behalf of the National PTA and the Andrews Elementary PTA of
Portland, Texas to voice opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair
of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV
screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about
what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Parents do not want the TV industry to
interpret what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on
nt information about the program.

FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory
eijuirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. We do not believe this system does so and
ask that the FCC not approve the industry's rating system. We request the following:

*That the FCC should not approve the industry's rating system and should accept no rating system
that does not include content information about programs such as V (for vielence), S (sexual
depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

*That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than
one rating system;

*That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen,
and appear more frequently during the course of the program;

*That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents;
and

*That any rating system goproved by the FCC be g
if it meets the needs of par

aluated by independent research to determine

Andrews Elementdg adiimportant to

our children and

~Sincere

Portland, Texas .
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